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BASIC COMMUNICATION COURSE ANNUAL 
Author Biographies 
 
 
 
Marlina M. Davidson (M.A., University of Nebraska, 
Omaha, 2005) is a lecturer in the School of Communica-
tion and Speech Center Consulting Coordinator for the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. In the UNO Speech 
Center she consults with faculty, staff and students on 
presentation skills and instructional communication 
techniques. She teaches public speaking, interviewing 
and the Speech Capstone classes. She is currently fin-
ishing her Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln. Her research interests include organizational 
communication, basic course, and training and devel-
opment. 
 
Karen Kangas Dwyer (Ph.D., University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, 1995) is the Robert T. Reilly Diamond Professor 
and Assistant Director of the School of Communication 
at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO). She 
has published textbooks, instructor's manuals, and sev-
eral articles related to teaching public speaking, public 
speaking anxiety, instructional communication, and 
connected classroom climate. She has received the UNO 
and Nebraska state-wide teaching awards and has 
served on four editorial boards for communication jour-
nals. Her work has included developing the UNO 
Speech Center, teaching special public speaking classes 
and workshops for highly apprehensive communicators, 
as well as developing a graduate program in human re-
sources and training. In addition, she is the author of 
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the book Conquer Your Speech Anxiety and the co-
author of the Dutch public speaking book Vanzelf-
sprekend. The UNO Basic Course Program that she has 
directed for 16 years received the National Communica-
tion Association Basic Course Division Program of Ex-
cellence Award for 2010. 
 
Kristen LeBlanc Farris (M.A., Texas State Univer-
sity, 2009) currently serves as a Lecturer and the Asso-
ciate Basic Course Director at Texas State University-
San Marcos. She teaches courses in fundamentals of 
human communication, interpersonal communication, 
public speaking, business and professional communica-
tion, and communication research methods. Her re-
search interests include interpersonal communication 
(with an emphasis in communication during difficult life 
events and relational turning points), instructional com-
munication, and communication assessment. 
 
Brandi N. Frisby (Ph.D., West Virginia University, 
2010) is an Assistant Professor in the Division of In-
structional Communication and Research at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. Frisby is the author of over 30 schol-
arly articles, with many focused on instructional com-
munication, student engagement, and cognitive learn-
ing. 
 
Amy L. Housley Gaffney (Ph.D., North Carolina State 
University, 2010) is an Assistant Professor in the De-
partment of Communication and the Division of Instruc-
tional Communication at the University of Kentucky. 
Her research focuses on communication across the cur-
riculum and in the disciplines as well as the role of af-
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fect and engagement in classrooms. Gaffney’s work in 
assessment ties together student cognitive, affective, 
and behavioral learning, particularly in general educa-
tion settings. 
 
Flaviu A. Hodis (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, 2008) is a senior lecturer in the School of 
Educational Psychology and Pedagogy, Faculty of Edu-
cation, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. 
Flaviu A. Hodis can be contacted at flaviu.hodis@ 
vuw.ac.nz. His research interests relate to identifying 
patterns of student communication and motivation that 
support versus thwart achievement in school and work-
related settings. He uses structural equation modelling 
and growth modelling to investigate how changes in 
these constructs unfold across time. Research he co-
authored has been published in the Basic Communi-
cation Course Annual, Journal of Educational Psy-
chology, Journal of Applied Communication Research, 
Communication Yearbook, Journal of Information 
Systems Education, and Journal of Statistical Software. 
 
Georgeta M. Hodis (Ph.D., Southern Illinois Univer-
sity, Carbondale, 2009) is a lecturer in the School of 
Communication Journalism and Marketing, Massey 
University, New Zealand. Georgeta can be contacted at 
g.m.hodis@massey.ac.nz. Her research interests relate 
to class instruction and its effect on communication ap-
prehension, communicative self-efficacy, and willingness 
to communicate. She is also interested in unearthing 
the connections between students' communicative pro-
files and their achievement motivation orientations. Her 
research has been published in the Basic Communi-
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cation Course Annual, Journal of Applied Communi-
cation Research, Communication Yearbook, and Inter-
national Journal of Communication. 
 
Marian L. Houser (Ph.D., University of Tennessee-
Knoxville, 2002) is an Associate Professor in the De-
partment of Communication Studies at Texas State 
University. Her primary research interests are Instruc-
tional and Interpersonal Communication. Dr. Houser 
received Texas State President’s Award for Excellence 
in Scholarly/Creative Activities for 2009. She teaches 
courses in Instructional Communication and Communi-
cation Assessment. Dr. Houser currently serves as Basic 
Course Director at Texas State University and was 
awarded NCA’s Basic Communication Course Program 
of Excellence in 2011. 
 
Luke LeFebvre (Ph.D., Wayne State University, 2010) 
serves as Assistant Professor and Director of Public 
Speaking for the Department of English’s Speech Com-
munication Program at Iowa State University. His re-
search interests include classroom communication and 
instructional processes, assessment of the basic commu-
nication course, as well as the organizational and rela-
tional dynamics of communication centers. He is a for-
mer recipient of the Pamela Cooper Award for out-
standing graduate teaching and the Von Till Award for 
his innovative leadership of communication centers. 
 
Arata Miyazaki (Ph.D., Wayne State University, 2012) 
is currently an instructor at Nagoya University of For-
eign Studies in Japan. His research interests include 
communication studies, including interpersonal com-
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munication and mobile communication, communication 
pedagogy, and identity of nonnative English speakers. 
His recent publications include “Re-making cross-cul-
tural re-presentations: “Foreign” + “Hollywood” films = 
new learning opportunities” and “In defense of Wikipe-
dia 2.0: Wikipedia as a researching/teaching resource in 
college basic courses.” 
 
Renee Robinson (Ph.D., University of Memphis, 2004) 
is an Associate Professor in the Department of Commu-
nication at Saint Xavier University. She has conducted 
extensive work as a university/college and department 
committee member on assessment practices, curricular 
modification and development of the department’s iPad 
lab for the Basic Course. She has published articles in 
the areas of classroom assessment, communication ped-
agogy, computer mediated communication and class-
room instruction. Robinson is also a senior reviewer for 
ERO. She has experience in a number of leadership po-
sitions ranging from department chair to faculty devel-
opment director at various higher education institu-
tions. Renee Robinson can be contacted at robinson@ 
sxu.edu. 
 
Blair Thompson (Ph.D., University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, 2007) is an Associate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Communication at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity. He serves as Basic Course Director in the depart-
ment and is chair of the undergraduate curriculum 
committee. Thompson is the author of nearly 15 schol-
arly articles focusing primarily on pedagogical relation-
ships (student-student, parent-teacher, and teacher-
student) in order to better understand communication 
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and student learning in the instructional context. Blair 
Thompson can be contacted at blair.thompson@wku. 
edu. 
 
Joseph M. Valenzano III (Ph.D., Georgia State Uni-
versity, 2006) is Assistant Professor and Basic Course 
Director at the University of Dayton. He served as Basic 
Course Director at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas 
from 2006-2011, where his program won the Basic 
Course Division Program of Excellence award in 2009.  
 
Crystal D. Wotipka (M.A., Texas State University, 
2011) is a doctoral student at The University of Iowa. 
She previously served as Basic Course Administrator for 
the introductory communication course at Texas State 
University, and is currently an instructor of the intro-
ductory rhetoric course at The University of Iowa. Her 
research interests include interpersonal communication 
with a specialization in romantic relationships, and the 
ways that technology and social media affect those rela-
tionships. 
 
Kaori Yamada (M.A., University of Northern Iowa, 
2010) is currently a doctoral student at University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, USA. Her research interest is on 
how rhetoric constitutes communities and identities, 
with special emphasis on public memory, gender and 
communication, and disability studies. 
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